
 
 

Thesis defense outcomes: 

Defense outcome Conditions Time limit to complete 
(resubmission date) 

Enroll following 
term(s)? 

Pass, unconditional No edits, or only minor 
edits, required; no 
additional research or 
analysis required. 

Normally 2 weeks from 
successful defense; time 
limit assigned by 
committee after defense; 
may not extend into the 
next term. 

No. 
 

Pass, conditional  Significant edits 
required; additional, 
limited analysis or 
research might be 
required.  

Time limit assigned by 
committee after defense.  
 

Possible; maximum 
of one additional 
term. 
 
 

Not pass, with 
conditions, re-
defense not 
required 

Very significant 
revisions, and/or 
additional experiments, 
and/or analysis 
required. 

Time limit assigned by 
committee after defense. 

Possible; one or 
more additional 
terms. 
 
 

Not pass, with 
conditions, re-
defense required 

Very significant 
revisions required, 
failure to adequately 
answer questions, 
and/or additional 
experiments required. 

Time limit assigned by 
committee after defense. 

Possible; one or 
more additional 
terms. 

Not pass, 
unconditional 

No re-defense possible.  
 
For PhD students, a 
Master’s degree can be 
considered if the 
committee approves. 

If approved for a PhD 
defense that was not 
passed, the time limit for 
completion of Master’s 
will be assigned by 
committee after defense. 

Possible for a PhD 
defense that was 
not passed; one or 
more additional 
terms. 

 
Notes:  

• The Guarini School will certify that the student has completed all degree requirements on the date 
that the student submits their final signed thesis and all exit paperwork to the Guarini School. The 
actual date of the degree conferral is based on the thesis deadlines as dictated by the Board of 
Trustees meeting schedule. 
 

• If an F-1 student who has applied for OPT receives a ‘conditional pass’, they will not be able to enroll 
for an additional term. If an F-1 student receives a “not pass”, consult with OVIS immediately. 

• F-1 students cannot extend their Form I-20 Program End Date after the Program End Date has 
passed, even if they do not receive ‘unconditional pass’. 

 



 
Academic Year Thesis Deadlines: 

 
Summer: August 15 
Anyone submitting their final signed thesis and exit paperwork between May 16 and August will be 
part of the Summer graduating cohort. 
 
Fall: October 1 
Anyone submitting their final signed thesis and exit paperwork between August and October 1 will 
be part of the Fall graduating cohort. 
 
Winter: February 1 
Anyone submitting their final signed thesis and exit paperwork between October 2 and February 1 
will be part of the Winter graduating cohort. 
 
Spring: May 15 
Anyone submitting their final signed thesis and exit paperwork between February 2 and May 15, will 
be part of the Spring graduating cohort. 
 

Guidance for payment end dates: 

• In the case of an unconditional thesis defense pass: the payment end date should be no 
later than the end of the student’s assignment in the term of the defense. 

• In the case of a conditional thesis defense pass: if the thesis resubmission date is in the 
same term as the defense, the payment end date should be no later than the end of the 
student’s assignment in the term of the defense. If the thesis resubmission date is in the 
following term, the payment end date will be the end of the student’s assignment in the 
following term, which will correspond with the thesis resubmission date. 

• If necessary, a modified NOA will be sent to the student to reflect the revised end date for 
the student’s assignment. 

 


